


LIFTING AT THE

JUVRE

by Ricia Sturgeon-Hendrick

._732 Is an important work of art, completely at home in the cen-
ter of a famous museum in Paris. It's not the Mona Lisa, but with-
out it many would never see that famous lady!

The first piece of art one encounters in the Louvre museum is a
lift — a very unique handicapped platform lift. Encased in a spiral
sculpture, it descends inside architect |.M. Pei's famous glass
pyramid to the museum’s central entrance below ground level. In
France, descending to an entrance is common, making escala-
tors a staple in heavy traffic arenas. Access for the physically chal-
lenged, however, is sometimes difficult, and almost always away
from the mainstream. Not so in the new Louvre; its platform lift is
a central element of the design, an art form completely at home
within the environment.

The Louvre has just celebrated a 200th anniversary with a
facelift and ten years of reconstructive surgery (see “Culture
Shock”, page 47). Expansion has brought many collections out of
mothballs for the first time in this century, and modern vertical
transportation assures that thousands now have easy access fo
visit. Schindler Elevator (France) maintains 90 devices in the mu-
seum — elevators, escalators and handicapped lifts — with a team of
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five fechnicians on site fourteen hours & day, seven days a
week. Chied of the maintenanca eam s Fiere Kuparart, who
amanged and guided ELEVATOR WORLDs tour, Ona Tues-
day, whan tha mugeum s closed ba visitors, Kuperfaro, with
Schindlars Installation Spacialist Guy Culgnet, Communica-
tions Dhrector Jean Paillard, and Marketing Director Amaud
Eckenschwiller, oparad the wornd's most famous museum o
your publisher.

From fhe pyramid enfrance, the handcapped il is ol 1o
the lefi, oul of the direct frafic fiow to the escalators. It is sur-
rounded by a gracetul spiral staircase opposite the escalalnss.
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Maost sirikeng upon approach; truly frea-standing — na part
touches the uppar level flioar, A space between the flogr and
ifi preverts access as surely as oo the waist-high glass
gates, Once activated. however, the Iifl exlends a slainless
stea] shell out {675 mm) and wp to badge the gap, Tha glass
gates {lour an the It and four on the susperded floar lavel)
oper aulomahically when the bridge iz locked securefy 1o the
fioor. Each set of panels with it's own mator tums in 1o lom &
safety bammer acmss the bridge. Cuignet notes that levaling
oo, & wary speclal” with an awakany pump matar umil of 4
EW. Leveling folerance is £5 mm and lateral tolerance =1 om,

The hydrauhk; platiorm lift can orly be operated by an atten-
dart with & special code, and during museuT hours, is always
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attended. it serves two levels — enfrance and main hall — a
travel ol B.A5 matars (29 fi). While pnmarily for wheelchair
users, 23 standing passengers can ride at a kedsuraly pace of
0.43 m's [BE fpm). The capacily is 1725 kg (3800 bs). Salaly
sensors sumound the cylinder on fHoor levels; mice-comacts
stop the fift if the cyfinder i3 touched ar disturbed in any way. In
tha avanl of fire, fireman’s control retums the 1M automaticalby
to the top leval, where il can be oparated manusally oy firemen
or attendant.

In the machine room, two 500 liter pump units, warking
under 24 bar pressure, are coupled to the piston, A heat ex-
changer runs ice water pas! the all. while cverhead blowers
pperate constantly, asswring corect tamparature. Special

vahras control the il speed and shut down the Fit whan spead
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The plunger shaft runs about 12 m (39.3 fi) below the level
of the river Sene (directly adjacent o the Louvre), protected
by a spacial cladding of concrete, plaste and ancther layer of
concrete, Sumaunding the plattorm oylinder are four rack and
pinion stabilization units and a motorized cylinder locking sys-
Ierm. The single direct jack is 280 mm (11 in.} in diameter. The
shaft, with an Inside diameter of 2150 mm (84 1/2 in.), pro-
vides aocess from within bo the platform denvicss, A climb up
the namow shaft reveals a world of miniturization N the re-
cess beneath the platform [space for one maintenance per-

son to perfform service on the rotractable access beidge
ot
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molor, the hydro-electric door drivas and a small controdar
housed thera|

What saams an architectural elerment gt the: pyramid en-
france and a mechanical marve! in the maching room reveals
iis frue beauty anly when seen in usa fram the man hall. The
grey cylinder is & graceful pylon rising trom the floar 1o the dal-
icata glass paneis above. s movement is viftually silent.
Whean retracted it disappears, and the sumounding staircase
hangs suspended frorm tha linor above. The dadding on the
cylinder and in the & is TG3 mimor slamless skeal. ‘glass-
blasted" 1o create a pebble finish resistant to fingempnnts.
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Each pared of the roLnd platfarm skirt is only 457 of the circle,
sokdered from tha inside with sihear 1o ereate an undeiorsd
ring. The platiorm handrails of leather (Hermes, we're told) is
a saft dove grey and sloped to prevent sitters.

The genius invobeed in this at is uly irtematonal; the Ghi-
nasa Amencan L. Pal, ta whom no detail is too small; the
Swigs, Alex Gebauer, noted for desgreng ‘unusual alevatars”
for unigque applications; the Swiss Schindler group, buiding ta
exacting architectural and design specification; and the cre-
ative French Schindler team, installers and maintainers.

IFar the new Grande Louvre, such [Barmwork is very “nou-
velle Frangaise” —a new French an form,
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